What shows off the best of our snngbetber thana
Range Rover and Aston Martin? Jerry Thurstnn tamesa _m_i;;_nf both

Hmmm
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7 MODIFIED ASTON V12 RANGE ROVER

Bespoke marocon colour T - ' T L ’ . : : P AR O\ m, :
is sil:nilartu that used I e -_ oy 1 ' ; : o, .~ g o ! = o2 N, — TI“W md mu gluﬂ
on Royal Range Rovers B AR e ' ' 2 &7 : ; ' / 3 A ] e Teai Massive 420bhp 5.9-litre V12 Aston Martin
: . ' ' 0a \ p : ' - : e i DB7 engine sits snugly in the heavily
massaged 1971 Range Rover Classic engine

bay. Check the Bishops Heritage build plate

on the slam panel... AMRROO7001!

pqu1J_. Pr-':pr-r diture and countless howrs of them cheaper ".:t' other models that use the
‘ 5. A5 ||Jf|fllf g F'=r'|.]r- jark over a two-and-a-hall-year period same engine. That's if you call more than £5000
Rower C I.: ic two-door, followed by a But IE-1.":- start with the most obvious question for a shunted car ‘cheap’.
windowe nvas-topped Defender 110 of all. How on earth would you even come up That™ wested even betore you
(see pl14), sweep majestically up the AT, with the idea of shoehorning an Aston Martin start rest the base Classic reaay for
E.t-'.'l'.h l':”li:"Jd|':." wear flu'-..'.'lr'!':] I_.ir'irjn :ldf.]h \ :_ o e into & B '_'=.'. _r-l.-..,_-., ' L TL e p—— 1:- '.'..-'-‘1..'" _ -'-T'I.Ji.h more 1o tlE
air-brushed on to their bonnets, and sport deep crazy idea can be laid at the dox hris Bishop taken into accour :.'n'h'.-_'n yOu're consigenng
metallic maroon paint in homage to the colour himself. He's an Aston Martin addict whao, tuffing a motor with 42 L1".._| ana 400ib ft
reserved for the Queen’s state vehicles. finding himself without an Aston in the garage torgue between the chassis rails. For Jl':lr:r:'rh
The 110 is an old friend, previously featured in was feeling serious withdrawal symptoms. persuading the en L]IH-‘ to sit o 1T1Tur1-1L y meant
the November 2010 issue of LRO, and is serving - '."r':"r::ﬂt:}f tion of the chassis rails had 10 have
as h-‘:l[l'-'.-l_lli.'il-.'.'i:lr for 1-;-111.53,-':-'. shoot. It always get C"f"ndﬂr‘llghtful it-out sections let into them I:.-P ore re-welding
i i ) Why a V12, though? In the best British with additional strengthening 1o compensate for
|E|:~.5ir_ causes adventurer’s tradition, because it's there and the ‘new’, narrower rails.
cause they said it couldn’t be donel I'm pretty The slicing dian’t stop there — while the
sure that if Aston Martin made a V16, the g ange Rover engine L'L:'. can easily swallow
would have tried to shove that under the bonnet  the vene shoehorning t
instead. As itis, the Aston V12 is the biggest and

L "'-l' ale L - _I- L I— 1 -.:.'I. I G i ¥ e .-. ™ .l.'r: ; L1 5 i &3 : [ by . .-‘. . J
best power unit they could get their hands on. very compact unit but the Aston V12 s far less L AT ' . ¥ """“
| - The beast’s creators (L-R):

} ViSiOnary is respor : ‘; -3'.: To start the conversion the team had to buy a 50, be maore than just two L:,."-f"l'_'H'-'f‘ 'I;Jr'r_]t'-r
Steve Brown, Chris Bishop,

uns |_1l-":|r- abily tasty combination complete (albeit accident-damaged) DB7 sports 4 proportion of it needs i . BIS!
= ' ; s AY ; v o HﬂhET‘t Lmrell Darren Moore
Meet Chris Bl;hu,J and the team at Bishops 4x4,  car. It was the pragmatic choice — by Aston to sit under the s.r_'_.'li!'.-_'. That meant hours of could an LRO l'eadel" hl.llld one tm .

TIe U WG WIS Gt STIOUDR, NS BCLON, | NS LS e e o e I S e Chris Bishop raises an replica is a scary thought. I had a quick call around " ‘"'41 243
,j:”: rL:|'-;rE:UIII']h I“:,ET:,F:T:’T LLU::JTd IThE Rﬂ er . a " A ‘ ':_ f "u'":i”'fl"“’ "::"1:‘ eyebrow and smiles. His Even the basis, an early two-  some breakers who deal i-.-
rp"_'r |r.ahlli Ir1”r :‘r_d”_;‘]n‘r':'];l _'f_.“_1 MI- 'flirL e VET IS Pl ki s r” L”;I"r P:” face says: ‘Really? Are you door Range-Rover Classic, is  in such high-end salvage,
L LS TQr-restonglion SO0 LNere Was Orne L] N LI i e i ¥- 51 - 1 b . .
particular Range Rover Classic fitted with the compact unit but ere’s eve grafted in at the s ::iﬁ?:naﬂtfi:rﬂ;?m 3332?2:%??:&”33??& ks Eoie s r:::llly
iﬂ.‘”.':'r‘q m”“:{ : :'U.L’l i mirf?-1'.r.aﬂ.:-.lp|.:l%rltj Tur"i thE Aston V‘IZ IS e e i #du_ : TTE DL”:-TEEU = seconds’ thought, he says: —but that merely buys youa smashed-up one. And to get
ads were sitting with a beer after work and the . theline of the infet manifold neatly. 'Possible, yes. Probable? heap these days. it runining you really need
L._'.Ir”r?] TI g Irfl umpdr ik Tt I'E-hl_lﬂ f:r-u rth fﬂr [ESE Sﬂ, bElng 4 heln thinas fit th % 2 .L s :h] ‘ That's a different matter.’ And then you need to a pair of custom ECUs at
s s ""']' HE sUSWEATE T 'ﬂ.l_.l__ ) more than two ey .'. sk i Just the cost of collecting ~ pop out to find yourself around £800 each.

1 or 5t } 2 1M .;m:j""-" Z . \
vauld. in LhH h,,r g rur. i ,1| @ m, susands of ﬂvllnderﬁ [ﬂnger' ternator needed to be re-positioned, which the parts to produce a an Aston Martin DB7 V12. Not a weekend DIY job. ' 'm
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evoke Schuler memories

% MODIFIED ASTON V12 RANGE ROVER DAt IR cactiohtgrite designed to

It'sstillaRange Rover [

Paint and trim were the only jobs farmed

out. The soft brown leather and wool carpets
lift the interior beyond the ordinary to the
opulent - without losing the original feel of

a two-door Range Rover Classic.
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meant re-routing the ancillary drive belt and this in mind, Bishops beught in a pair of "'.n ly
making custom idlers to suit. tuneable ECUs, one to Juppl, informati
Under the heavily modified chassi Ak «
ag = - - pair of stronger, later Defender-type axles kept with t tica rmat WK g On it start up in the Range Rove
'Chllck Wur klt II"ItO g B N vder control by heavy-duty springs and Bilstein  the Aston factory :' Ui t rightening, but utterly amazing. We'r
the 110 al'ld hllm mel A ; N, dampers. In order 1o bring this beas Ll.:|r|- ram int. Once you've tran ”-'rr-r_i all the arit f-ﬂ_|_ proud of 1L'r-‘ fact that |'."i'?'l'3i up first
4 : '.hE'-'.rdif:-"E[JE'ErJE ac hl-' =L1In-1 the front axle s rase settings such as spark iming and fued tlow time, despite everything that had to be done
With its canvas-covered seats, no windows, no door tops ' " g egjLippex l"':- th of bolt-on information, all set against revs and speed to the ) t's gone. But even then it wasn't a case
and bags of power, 'The 110" as it's known at Bishops is a y % X ' it, cons 621 Racin yoved anc new ECUs, the motor will then run. But -_,-., 1aks g some insurance on to it and charging
mix of Special-Forces-meets-custom-build-meets-parts- ; AN 3 A it run superbly you're going to have to ret : vn the road to enjoy the th r|II '-l.:'_...'..lﬁ—
carrier. The door tops and windows in the canvas sides are - e ¥-pisto 4 the settings further to take into account the "-'-". of the colossal number ui changes Bishops had
never fitted: if it snows it fills up; if it rains it gets wet. ' ; : = With the 2 sitting pretty, you still have 1o that the engine is now installed in a vehicle watl made, the vehicle clearly coulan’t be described
This is no unloved hack, though. Drilled, vented discs At ' plurnh everything in. Some of it was easy-ish, like  totally different characteristics. simply asa 1971 F‘ar'u.‘-n;-.' Rover with an alternative
glint through the colour-coded Mach 5 wheels; and on the _ . < —t ¥ . the making and fitting of inlet tubes with their Oh, and while you're at it -,--u.'ll need to engine. Doin rade it possible 1o
TDCH bonnet that covers the transplanted and well-sorted ' ' ‘ ot ; free-flowing air filters to the inlet manifold. Mest  re-map the gearbox too, spes >tain the original registration numbser, but this
Td5, a custom-painted Union flag underlines its Britishness. ) —_ \ - of the ancillaries, such as the exhaust system, Asheroft u;. gra ced :_:aJr Dox '..L.LI[I..F'L- m wars never on the cards for Chris and r~i5 team.
| turn out of Bishops' premises, put my foot down and | — L . ook was much mare invelved; cut, tack, check, re-cut ) : oft nsteaq, they . the correct route, filling
the turbo spools: growl, whooosh... Bloody hell! Stuff it R T _ e if necessary and then finally weld. If you do this ‘compush ping to the VE27/1 followed by a trip to hai 'Ei*r-".-.-_'h -hle
into second — the gearbox will take it as fast as my arm == = . L : \ y umpteen times from the exhaust manifolds all L use the onginal mspected and th en the eventual ssue ofa Q
will move to enjoy another wall of Td5 turbo-torgue. Ease . 3 55 et o e - o= — the way back to the tailpipes, you have a custom- 2arh L 115 1 e ¥ate to indicate it's a radically altered vehide.
off, squirt around a roundabout, put the power down and e B ey ' b 3o n made stainless exhaust syster was previously rr-dted to. The 'L'.r'!d-'l'Q:;lr."..-g-.- and
off we go again. = ' . - = Wark 25 10 persuads the Aston i lock-up points for a 2.5-htre TdS diesel veith Visual treat
And I've not even driven the V12 yet. This is a great day. — RO I e ) the masses of targue at low revs are very different reckon the Classic absolutely hits the brief fora
St obeadingr barariome S e some fuel pipes, and at long ’ " 19705 buit Range Rover. The wide, 18in whees
business. Which is just as well '.“f:__ 3 e I-:hr. tf'e '.-'1.—_ can I:.-r:- made 1o run in its new PEI'SUﬂdIHg thﬂ b vo tyres demand flared
3 P setting. That in itself was a task of brain-numbing U wheelarn ' ches have been fashioned
proportions. The chances of persuading the Wz tu run “1 Its n aioy W3 W '.:'". the bottoms of the wings, to

TECH 5“5 complicated Aston Martin engine control unit new Setting was give what » be called a Coke-bottle shape

1971 # Model Rangs Rover Classic two-door (ECU) to work in a low-tech 1971 Range Rover . The wh nt is very reminiscent of the

v strengthened ® Engine Aston Martin 5.5-1tre V12, 4B valves Classic were zero, but there was another option d t‘a‘-‘"k Uf braln- nods that Schuler used to do to their bespoke
. -_ra'-srr's-sricw Land Rove ey itk viske the besst ﬂumbiﬂg vehicles —and it really is a visual treat.
Brakes AP Racing si-pot front E0ING 30sm At its most basic level, the magnificent Aston he shade of metallic dark ma 0 s Bishops

5‘:'-'"_5"3"_5*2'" oot o) o e st ion unit is two Ford Vés grafted together. With prﬂpﬂrﬁﬂﬂﬂ' x4’s signature colour, so it exactly matches their R

August 2016 LRO 15

Get outta the way! Best not
to dawdle in front of this

- Jerry gets a taste
of aristocracy

==

So, what's it like to drive?

Sublime, It's actually difficult to Fast? Don't ask silly questions!
describe the sense of exhilaration Never have | driven something
and delight that comes over that is so utterly lunatic and

you the first time you put your bonkers while simultaneously
foot down. In that moment, you being completely undramatic
understand completely why Aston  and unflustered. |t doesn't spit
Martin and Rolls-Royce favour and cough and fart like a big,
V12s - the seamless, silken nature  grumpy V8 — it just delivers. I'm
of the power delivery is exemplary  desperately trying not to use the
— as are handling and braking. phrase turbine-smooth, but...

previously built sister 110. The tlawless paint yays deliberate homa ..]r:' 1o the early Schuler 1ese details are | .'_1'-.'F‘|' I:-l_:' are k"'--u

with subtle grey roof, topped off by four coats of Fire R \

tacquer, suits the Classic perfectly. This, plus the :

interior detailing, was the only part of the project  bespoke: leather seats, of course; sumptuos - _- E displays the

entrusted to outside specialists. carpeting; even an ofig { ik 3C Bishops logo followed by a display that gives
The exterior paint is broken up by three white Thereare af o you a virtual rep tation of the instruments
ston Martin badges; one on each flank and the v.-_'.-:...rc.n..-rr.h ' ni‘m ardisaWoodand  you getin a Range Rover Classic —rev counter,

ther on the tailgate. Combined with the Pickett item t hiris had in stock, modified to yeedometer etc. But it gets better. Change

Range Rover lettering in dark grey, it looks make it more different still. In the middle of the the engine to sport mode and the Range Roved

understated and classy. The airbrushed flag on dash is the start button taken from a DBS Aston Strum pear to be replaced by the

the bonnet, which trails back along the flanks, Martin tlanked by a pair of chrome-rimmed das ._._. d layoul ,1|.J seg in an Aston Martin.

look nearly two weeks to do and is superbly gauges. Turn the radio on and a pair of ex-Aston Wow... that's off this planet on the cool scale.

executed, perfectly embodying the "Best of Martin tweeters nse from the dash top. YWhi his. | have an admission to make

British’ theme of the vehicle. R about my relationship with Aston Martins. You

Unfurl the fl 'Th‘E a"'bﬂ.lﬁhﬂd see, | don't really like them. ['ve tried to, really |
niur e fiag

never managed o be other than

Jut — blimey, this is hard — that flag just isn't ﬂag on thE mnnEt mibn + That is until | was lucky enough to
guite to my taste. Don't get me wrong. It's far took nﬂﬂfh’ two arive this vehicle Now | find myself a bit like

from a deal breaker and if the vehicle were mine er — converted to Aston Martin power.
certainly wouldn't be booking it into the spray- WEEkS tﬂ dn and

shop in a hurry. I'm just not sure that it needs it H @ Thanks to Peterborough Arena, home
However, I'm happy to declare my love for the IS Superbfv to LRO's September 17-18 show

four-round-headlight grille treatment, which EIEcutEd' (peterborougharena.com). LR
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